
Car Games for all Ages 
 

Games for Non-Readers 
Scavenger Hunt: For younger children scavenger hunts are my favorite. You can print them off the internet or 
make your own. Simply come up with a list of items you expect to see on your journey (cow, tree, gas station, etc.) 
and have the children search for those items. Use pictures to depict the items for non-readers. You might even 
offer a small reward to the first child to find all the items on the list – like getting to choose where you stop for 
dinner. 
 
I Spy: This is an old favorite and requires zero preparation. One person says “I spy something blue and shiny” 
(car) or “I spy something tall and round and made of metal” (silo). Others in the car try to guess what the speaker 
sees.  
 
 
Games for Elementary Age Children 
The Alphabet Game: The goal of this game is to identify each letter of the alphabet in order off of signs and 
billboards. Different families play by different rules. You can decide if the letter has to be at the beginning of the 
word to count or if multiple letters can be taken from the same word.  
 
License Plate Games:  

 The most common form of this game involves finding license plates from as many different states as you 
can. I recommend printing up a map of the United States and having kids color in the state when they find 
it on a plate.  

 

 Another version of this game involves finding the letters of the alphabet in order using only license plates. 
Only one letter from each plate can be used, and once a letter is called from a particular plate, that plate 
cannot be used by another player.  

 

 Yet another version of the license plate game involves addition. The goal is to be the first person to add up 
the digits on a given license plate correctly.  
 

Games for Older Children 
The Minister’s Cat: We got the idea for this game from watching the Patrick Stuart version of A Christmas Carol 
and then we made up our own rules. The goal is to come up with as many adjectives for describing the minister’s 
cat as possible. The trick is you have to do it in alphabetical order. The first person starts by saying “The minister’s 
cat is a…” The person then fills in the blank using an adjective that starts with ‘A’ such as angry or amber or 
amazing. We have played it a couple of different ways.  

 In one version each player has to pick a word that begins with a different (consecutive) letter of the 
alphabet. For instance, player one might say “The minister’s cat is an auspicious cat”, and then player two 
could say “The minister’s cat is a beautiful cat”, and so on in alphabetical order.  

 In the other version we come up with as many adjectives beginning with the same letter as we can before 
proceeding to the next letter. Play stops when no one can come up with a word to describe the cat that 
begins with the correct letter.  

 
The Geography Game: This game we learned from one of my oldest son’s friends. It also utilizes the alphabet, 
but with a fun twist. The first person begins by stating the name of a place. It can be a city, state, country, river, 
mountain, etc. It just has to be geographic in nature – something you would find on a map. The next player has to 
name a geographic location that begins with the last letter of the previous word. For instance, if player one says 
“Albuquerque”, then player two has to come up with a place that starts with the letter ‘E’ such as “Ecuador”. In 
this example, player three would then come up with a place that starts with ‘R’, and so on. One thing we have 
learned from playing this game is that a lot of place names end in ‘A’. As the game goes on it becomes more and 
more challenging to come up with a place that begins with ‘A’.  
 
Quiz Games: You can find fun quiz books for kids of all ages, or you can make up your own questions. Our kids 
loved taking turns answering questions. Whichever parent is asking questions just has to be sure to choose an age 
appropriate question for each child.  
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